
The Blanks to 
Perform Holiday 
Lyceum Show 

In anticipat ion of che upcoming holidays, 

the Kohlenberg Lyceum Series will present 

Yuletide Pranks with The Blanks at 7:30 p.m. 

Dec. I in Baldwin Hall Auditorium. 

Presenting a mixture of a cappella music 

and humor, The Blanks will sing many popular 

numbers and a variety of holiday favorites . 

The group, a quartet of friends who enjoy 

singing a cappella music, has appeared on the 

popular sitcom "Scrubs" as "Ted's Band." 

In addition, the group has released a CD 

and routinely performs live shows, where they 

regularly sing television and movie themes such 

as "Charles in Charge" and the "Six Million 

Dollar Man." 

Tickets for students and facu lty go on sale 

The Blanks 

Nov. l 7. Students can pick up their free ticket 

by presenting a Truman ID at the Student 

Activi ties Board Box Office, located in the lower 

level of the Student Union Building. Faculty and 

sraff can receive their free tickers by showing their 

Truman ID at rhe Information Center in the 

Student Union Building. 

General admission tickets cost $7 for adults 

and $4 for those 18 and under and are available 

beginning Nov. 17 at rhe Truman Cashier's 

Window in McClain Hall or downtown at Edna 

Campbell's beginning Nov. 24. 

Bioenergy Conference Discusses Sustainability 

Truman's 2nd Annual Bioenergy Conference 

wi ll take place Dec. 4 and will highlight 

the role of farms and farmland in a sustainable 

energy future. 

This conference is targeted to anyone 

interested in a sustainable energy future, 

including high school and college agricultu re 

faculty members, extension personnel, natural 

resource and conservation agency personnel and 

community leaders. 

Recent trends in energy prices, coupled with 

developments in energy policy, have made it clear 

that agriculture will play an important role in 

America's energy future. However, concerns over 

the growing use ofbiofuels and biomass, their 

impact on food availabili ty and price, and their 

broader environmental impact, have generated 

debate about the sustainability of current 

bioenergy developments. 

Dr. John H agle r, Director of the Missouri 

Department of Agriculture and Truman graduate, 

is one of the distinguished speakers presenting at 

the conference. He will speak at the Luncheon, 

wh ich will begin at 11 :50 a.m. in the Student 

Union Building in Georgian Room B. 

The Bioenergy Conference will address 

production and handling of dedicated biomass 

feedstocks, algae oil production and utili zation, 

alternative oilseed production, farm-level oilseed 

processing and biodiesel production, methane 

digesters and recent developments in energy 

policy. 

Several presentations will be on goi ng 

throughout the day, including hands-on 

bioenergy demonstrations and exhibits at che 

University Farm, and a demonstration of the 

Mobile Oilseed Crusher. 1l1ere will be a free 

pre-conference tour of Crystal Peak Ferti lizer in 

Green City, Mo., Dec. 3. 

Funding fo r the conference is provided by a 

Professional Development Program gram from 

USDA:s North Central Regional Sustainable 

Agriculture Research and Education Program. 

For more information, contact Michael Seipel at 

mseipel@truman.edu or 785.4316 or go online 

to http://bioenergyconference.truman.edu. 

D EC. 3 POETRY READING 

HONORS PROFESSOR 

JIM THOMAS 

Truman wi ll posthumously honor 

long-time professor Jim Thomas 

wi th a poetry reading from his new 

publication "Brief Tracks" at 7 p.m. Dec. 

3 in Baldwin Hall Audi torium. 

Thomas taught at Truman fo r 30 

years before retiring in 1994. W idely 

regarded as one of the state's finest poets, 

he passed away in February 2009. 

The poetry reading, sponsored by 

the University's Department of English 

and Linguistics, will include readings 

by fami ly members , former co lleagues, 

current faculty, former students and 

Missouri's Poet Laureate Walter Bargen. 

Copies of"BriefTracks" may be 

purchased at the reading for $20 and 

are avai lab le at bookstores. All royalties 

benefit the Jim Thomas Scholarship 

Fund through the Truman State 

Univers ity Foundation. 

The reading is free and open to the 

public. President and Mrs. Darrell W 

Krueger will host a reception at the 

University Residence following the 

reading. 

In addition to "Brief Tracks," 1homas 

published more than 350 poems, stories 

and essays in lead ing literary journals. 

Nature, fam ily and the many miracles 

with in che commonplace were favorite 

themes Thomas incorporated in his 

work 

Thomas taught composition, creative 

writing and American literature during 

his tenure at Truman. He also served as 

Director of Graduate Studies and Acting 

Head of the Division of Language and 

Literature. 

"BriefTracks" was collected and 

edited by colleague Joe Benevento, 

professor of English, and was published 

by Truman Stare University Press. 



NEW STUDENT PROGRAMS 

OFFERS THREE GRANTS FOR 

STUDENT EVENTS 

S rudents can now apply for 
new grants to help sponsor 

events on the Truman campus. 
The Office of New Student 

Programs, through these 

grants, is looking to bolster 

three specific types of campus 

programming. 1l1e overall goal 
of the grants is to increase both 
the quality and quantity of the 
events in each of the three areas. 

One fund will support 

events that bring together 

faculty and students. A second 

fund will work with programs 
that celebrate diversity on 
campus. The third fund is 

dedicated to supporting student 
initiated events chat are not 
being sponsored by a student 

organization or University 
office. To apply for funding, 

students need to submh a grant 
application. Those forms can 
be filled out and printed from 

the New Student Programs 

website, http://newstudents. 
truman.edu. The three funds 

are being administered by reams 
of academic advisers from New 
Student Programs and hall 

directors from Residence Life. 

These reams will review the 
forms regularly and get back to 

students quickly about rhe status 
of their grant applications. 

New Student Programs serves 
the academic needs of first-year 
and transfer srudents as well as 

on-campus residents engaged 
in cocurricular learning. Their 

services include academic 
advising, tutoring, study skills 

development and specialized 
courses. New Student Programs 
is funded through academic 
tu ition and an annual allocation 
from Residence Life. 

T RUMAN SPIRIT 
SHIRTS 

Small and medium sizes are 
still available for $5 and can 
be picked up in the Public 

Relations Office in McClain Hall 
IO I. 

Student Author Releases Book of 

Anonymous Letters from Popular Blog 
t\ lex Boles, Truman junior and published 

1"1author, will debut her "Unwritten Letters 

Project" book at a signing hosted by the Truman 

State University Bookstore from 10 a.m.-2 p.m . 
Dec. 2 in the Student Union Building. 

The book features a compilation of more 
than 100 letters from the "Unwritten Letters 

Project" blog created by Boles. The blog serves as 

a medium for people to post letters anonymously, 
which provides the freedom to communicate 
thoughts and feelings otherwise silenced or 

suppressed. 
"I originally decided to start the website to 

see if anyone besides me used letters as a type of 

expression to say things they might not necessarily 
have the courage to say in person or never got the 
chance to say/' Boles said. 

Originally created as a class project, the blog's 

readership and participation have steadily grown. 
Her sire has received more than 361000 hits since 
its creation in April of 2009. 

Currently, the blog receives more than 200 

hits daily and Boles receives more than 15 letter 

submissions weekly. In addition, the blog boasts 
more than 1,300 followers on Twitter and 

Face book. 

Alex Boles will sign copies of her book, "Unwritten Letters 
Project," from IO a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 2 in the Truman 
Bookstore. 

Boles said her blog offers more than other 
comparable sites. 

"My blog gives the world a chance to express 
unlimited emotions in a safe, judgment-free 
environment. No negative comments are 
allowed on the site, no one is turned away 
from submitting a letter, and submissions aren't 
confined to a postcard or a word count," Boles 
said. "It's your words, your voice, your rime." 

For further information, check out Boles' blog 

at http://www.unwrittenlettersproject.com. 

Truman Forensics Union Gives Powerful 

Performances at Multiple Tournaments 

The Truman Forensics Team competed 
at several locations throughout the 

region Nov. 6-8, winning two individual 
tournament championships, a team sweepstakes 
championship, an individual speaking 

championship and several other awards. 
Bradley University in Peoria, Ill., and the 

University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg 
hosted two tournaments while the Winston 
Churchill Museum in Fulton, Mo., served as the 
venue for a series of commemorative debates. 

Ar rhe University of Central Missouri 
tournaments, freshman Matt Gilmore won the 
novice division while freshman Susan Taylor 
advanced ro the semifinal round. All four 

competitors also won a speaker award. Gilmore 
took second place, freshman Karie Koenig rook 
third, Taylor took sixth and freshman Aimee Chau 

took seventh place. 

At the second tournament, Koenig won the 
novice division after advancing past her teammate, 
Chau, in semifinals. Koenig also rook the first 

place speaker award. Gilmore took third place 

and Chau rook sixth. The team won the debate 

sweepstakes trophy, surpassing defending national 
champions Western Kentucky. 

All four competitors earned rheir qualification 
to the national tournament. 

Members of the team who compete in 
individual events, or speech events, traveled 
to Bradley University. Sophomore Andrew 

Grojean advanced to the semifinals in Prose 
Interpretation-the largest event with 100 
competitors. 

Finally, as part of a series of events in 
commemoration of Winston Churchill and his 

famous "Iron Curtain" speech, t\"lo members of 
the varsity debate team participated in debates 

hosted by the Westminster Debate Society. Junior 

Elizabeth Hatting and sophomore Christian 

Johns represented Truman, which was one of four 
universities specially invited for this prestigious 
event. 

Anyone interested in competing in forensics 
should contact Kristi Scholten, director of the 
program, at kscholten@rruman.edu. 



NOTABLES 
Communication students Nathan Vickers and 
John Moenster presented papers at the National 
Commun icat ion Association Convention in 
Chicago Nov. 13 and Nov. 15. The papers, in 
part, focused on the petition drive ofTru man's 

NCA Student C lub in securing 1,00 I student 
signatures to keep the C O MM 170 public 
speaking requirement in the LSI' V ickers 
presented "Discourses of Stabili ty and C hange: 
Efforts to Keep Public Speaki ng in the Liberal 
Arts Core," along with Truman faculty members 
Al Weitz, Michelle Kleine, Barry Poyner and 
Kristi Scholten. Moenster and Tru man professors 
Ed Rogers and Poyner presented "Stasis Theory 
in Action: Efforts to Keep Public Speaking in the 

Liberal Arts Core." 

"Deaths on Pleasant Street," published by 
Truman State University Press, won the 2009 
H isroric Book of the Year from the Jackson 
Coun ty Historical Society of Independence, 
Mo. Author Giles Fowler received the award 
for his extraordinary contribution to local 
history and for preservi ng and understanding 
the coun ty's heritage. Fowler's book traces the 
1909 mystery sur rounding the suspicious deaths 
of three members of the wealthy Swope fa mily 
of Independence. "Deaths on Pleasant Street" 

delivers an engaging and accurate retelling of the 
100-year-old events in the literary journalism 

tradition by analyzing court transcripts, 
newspaper coverage and personal memoirs. 

Barbara Price, associate professor of English 
and English Education, participated in the 
Fulbrigh t Colloquium marking the 60th 
anniversary of the Australian-American Fulbright 
Program, which rook place in Washington, D .C., 

Oct. 8-9. 

Two Truman State University music 
composition students received recognition in 
the 2009 M issouri Music Teachers Association 
Student Composi tion Competitio n (Young Art is t 
Divisio n). Rich Freese was awarded firs t place 
fo r his guitar composition "Scattered Memories." 
His composition now advances to District/ 
Regional competition. Katie Lakner was awarded 
honorable mention (seco nd place) fo r her Rute 
composition "Character Sketches of the Usual 
Suspects." Both student composers study with 
Warren Gooch, professor of music. 1l1is is the 
third consecutive year that a Truman co mposition 
student has won chis award. The competi tion 
is open co M issouri student composers in the 
19-26-year-old age bracket. 

Check Computer Lab Availability Online 

The computer labs can become very busy 
toward the end of the semester and fin ding 

an unused computer can be a challenge. 
Students now have the option to check campus 

computer lab availab il ity fro m the web. Simply 
go to http://its. truman.edu/labs/ and click on the 
'Live Status' links. 

The real-time status of lab computers is 
available for Violette H all , Pickler Library and the 

Residence Halls. 
Live Status will show exactly where the lab 

computers are located and if they are in use or 
available. 

The web page also includes information 
on printer account balance, classroom and 
lab software, software available by request, 
Mathematica fo r home use, software downloads, 

purchasing software and more. 

Portz Fellowship 
The N ational Collc:giate Honors Council will be accepting applications for the Dr. John and M rs. Edythe Portz 
Fellowship. '!he highly competitive award of up to $7,000 is open ro all srudcncs at any of the more than 800 

member institutions of the NCHC in the U.S. and beyond. The Portz Fel lowships support originaJ and extended 
inrerdiscipJinary pro jects for up to 18 momhs. Applications are available ar http://www.nchchonors.org. For more 

information contact Dr. Patrice Berget at pbergerl @unl.edu or 402.472.5425. 

HARRY S. TRUMAN 

PRESIDENTIAL M USEUM AND LIBRARY 

INTERNSHIP 

Deadline to apply is Dec. 1. 

For more information, or an application, contact Jeff 
Gall. Department of History at 785. 77 4 7 or 

jgall@truman.edu. 

Cold Turkey 
Tobacco Cessation Classes 

Free for any student, staff or faculty members 
8-9 p.m. • Pershing Building Room 301 

Nov. 19; Dec. 3 
Free patches, gum and physician consultations will be 
available at all classes. E•mail ccox@truman.edu for 

more information. 

SUCCESS CENTER 
WORKSHOP SERIES 

Expanding your Academic 
Bag of Tricks 

6 p.m. • Nov. 16 
Student Union Building 

Georgian Room B 

This workshop will cover various 
strategies and skills that will enhance 

final exam success. 

Surviving the Test: 
Strategies for Success 

5:30 p.m. • Nov. 30 
Student Union Building 

Georgian Room B 

This workshop will cover how to 
approach testing. how different types 
of questions need different types of 
answers and understanding. and how 
to maximize your points if you are 
not sure about answers on certain 

types of questions. 

Sponsored by Truman Student Success 
Center and Sigma Sigma Sigma. 

Visit http://successcenter.truman. 
edu/workshops.asp for more 

information. 

American Race 
On display through Nov. 20 

O phelia Parrish Art Gallery 

Fall Speaker 

Christian Lander 
7 p.m. • Nov. 18 

Baldwin Hall Auditorium 

Lander is a blogger and best­
selling•author most known for 
his book, "Stuff White People 

Like." The book is a humorous 
anthropological study of upper­
middle-class white culture and 
a handbook to succeeding in 
modern, urban, white society. 

An advanced ticket can be 
picked up in the SAB Office on 
the first floor of the Student 

Union Building.Tickets are free 
with a student ID or $2 for 

general admission.Tickets will be 
sold at the door if the event is 

not sold ouL 



NOTES 
The Stargazers Astronomy Club will host an Observatory 

Open House from 6-9 p.m. Nov. 17 at the University 
Observarory on University Farm. The event coincides with 
rhe peak of the Leonid meteor shower. In addi tion ro the 
sights through rhe 14-inch telescope in the dome, chose on 
the patio will likely see a several meteors over che course of 
the night. 

The Women of Cardinal Key will host a fall interest party 

ar 6:30 p.m. Nov. 17 in the Student Union Building Alumni 
Room. Cardinal Key is a national honor society comprised of 
25 women whose focus is service borh on Truman's campus 
and within the Kirksville community. 

Alpha Phi Omega will present its Ugly Man on Campus 
(UMOC) Pageant at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 17 in Baldwin Hall 
Auditori um. Tickets are $2 and will be sold Nov. 17 in the 
Student Union Ruilding. All proceeds benefit the Kirksville 
Child Development Center and a charity pre•selected by the 
wi nner ofthepageam. 

Students from public speaking classes will present speeches 
from history and the movies at 7 p.m. Nov. 17 in the Dr. 
Ruth W Towne Museum and Visitors Center. The program is 
sponsored by the Communication Club (NCASC). 

The Women's Resource Center will sponsor "Coffee and 
Consciowness" at 7 p.m. Nov. 17 at the University Club. 
"The topic, "Disability and Sexuality," will explore ways in 
which not able•bodied people have become one of the most 
sexually oppressed groups, the issues people face and how 
awareness could be raised. 

The Center for Teaching and Learning Weekly Lunch 
Series will present, "Faces of Truman: Baillie Cloyd and the 
Service•LearningProgram," at 12:30 p.m. Nov. 18. in the 
Spanish Room of the Student Union Building 

The next Physics Colloquium will take place at 4:30 p.m. 
Nov. 18 in Violerte Hall 1000. Gregory L. Comer, from the 
Deparrmenr of Physics at Saim Louis University, will present 
"The Multi.faceted Physics of General Relat ivistic Compact 
Objects." For more information about the colloquium series 
and upcoming discussions, visi t http: //physics.cruman.edu/ 
colloquia/mainstage.asp. 

"La fille bien gardCe" by Labiche will be performed in 
French by Truman French students at 8 p.m. Nov. 18•19 
in 1he Student Union Building Activities Room. A copy 
of the script can be read online at http://www2.truman. 

edu/-ploberr/. For more information, contact Patrick Loben, 
professor of French, at 785.4062 or ploben@truman.edu. 

"An Evening with Richard Deats, peace activist," sponsored 
by the Philosophy and Religion Club, will take place at 7 p.m. 
Nov. 18 in Georgian Room A in che Srudent Union Building. 
For more information, contact Mike Ashcraft at 785.7531 or 
washcraf@truman.edu. 

Mary Vogt McIntosh, a local records archivist, will give a 
presentation on her work at 8 p.m. Nov. 18 in Baldwin Hall 
349. Mclmosh graduated with a Bachelor of Ans in history 
from Truman in 1991, and she has worked as a local records 
archivistforrheMissouriSecretaryofSrate'sOfficesince 
March 1992. 

The Great American Smokeout, a national event that 
encourages tobacco users to quit "cold turkey'' for 24 
hours, will take place Nov. 19. In observance of the event, 
Ekkles ia, a campus ministry, will sponsor Turkey Bowling on 
the mall. For more information, contact Dan and Gaylene 
Greenat627.5003. 

The Quincy Symphony Orchestra will present its "Fiesta! 
Family Concert" at 3 p.m. Nov. 21 in the Quincy Junior 
High School Morrison Theatre on the comer of 14th and 
Maine streets. Tickers are free wirh a Truman IO. 

The University and Community Relations Committee will 
host a blood drive from 12-4 p.m. Dec. 2 in the Student 
Union Building Down Under. Go to http://wv.'W.givelife.org 
to sign up for an appointment. 

The Weekly Lunch Series will host an evaluation of the 
lunch program at 12:30 p.m. Dec. 2 in the Student Union 
Building Spanish Room. 

The Student Activiti~ Board will host its annual Holiday 
Lights concert at 8 p.m. Dec. 2 on the steps of Kirk 
Memorial. The evenr celebrates the upcoming holiday season 
and features live a cappella music by True Me.n, Minor Decail, 
Sweet Nothings, Unique Ensemble and Sophisticated Ladies. 
Free hoc chocolate and holiday cookies will be available. 

The Women's R~ource Center is hiring volunteer, 
scholarship and work-study positions for Spring 2010. 
Applicarions can be found in the Women's Resource Center 
located in Student Union Building 1100 in the CS! complex. 
The deadline to apply is Dec. 2. The interviews will rake place 
during the last week of classes from Dec. 7·11. 

Thanksgiving 
Break Special 

Hours at the REC 

Recycling Center 
Closed 

Stuffed Animal Drive 
Nov. 30-Dec. 4 

Sponsored by Studenr Council 
for Exceptional Children 

Nov. 20 • 6:30 a.m.-7 p .m. 

Nov. 21-22 • Closed 

Nov. 23-24 • 11 a.m.-2 p .m . 

Nov. 25-28 • Closed 

Nov. 29 • 4-7 p .m. 

Nov. 22-27 

PARKING LOT CLOSED 
All parking east of 

Pershing Building will be 
closed beginning Nov. 23. 

Contractors will be fencing 
the area. 

AJJ donations will be used 
as prizes during the Special 

Olympics Spring Games. Drop 
off new or ligbtly-used items 
in any of tbe residence halls 

throughout the week or in the 
Student Union Building from 

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 30. 

GLOBEMED EXHIBIT 

A photo exhibit featuring 
GlobeMed projects is currently 
on display in the Library Gallery 
until Dec. 6. "Through My Eyes: 
Global Health Oppression in 

the Hispaniola Island;' features 
powerful and beautiful photos 

blown up to poster size, 
along with cases containing 

information about the areas in 
which GlobeMed works. 

PROFESSIONAL 
DE\'F.LOPM ENT 

1 · IU I~m:rvn: .n 

Upcoming PD/ Programs 
Sponsored by the Career Center 

Graduate School Success 
5 p.m. • Nov. 17 
Career Center 

Personal Statement 
Workshop 

6:30 p.m. • Nov. 17 
Career Center 

Major and Career 
Decisions 

12 p.m. •Nov.IS 
Career Center 

Networking: Traditional 
and Social 

6 p.m. • Dec. 2 
Career Center 

Register for sessions at 
http://pdi .truman.edu. 

"Road Trip New Mexico" 
Spring 2010 

Interest Meeting 
7 p.m. • Nov.17 

Baldwin Hall 318 

Monica Barron will explain 
"Road Trip New Mexico," 
a cluster of three courses 
(ENG 418 Southwest Lit, 

JINS 315 Nuclear Weaponry 
and any Spanish course at 

any level) and a spring break 
road trip to Taos, Los Alamos 
and Santa Fe, N.M. See the 
course website at http://air. 

truman.edu/roadtrip. 
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