
NMSU Live-Thafs The Ticket 
It a lmost had all the trappings of a 

n ightcl ub 
The stage carried the famil iar grafi t ti­

splaLtered brick wall and a lamp post as 
props. Round candles glowed dimly on 
round tab les where the audience crammed 
in to see the n igh t's amateur en tertainmen t. 
Onstage, comics told their jokes, singers 
sang their love songs, and musicians 
strummed bars from familiar tunes. 

Gone, though, was the canopy of smoke 
hanging just above the crowd. Patrons 
sipped fruit punch instead of alcohol and 
watched their friends, c lassmates and 
teachers per form in a cafete ri a turned 
nightclub. 

NMSU Live took off with its best 
attendance yet in the Georgian Room, 
Nov. 23. Four hundred nineteen faculty, 
staff and students gathered to watch 12 
of their peers perform in this year's 
second NMSU Live. Nine musical acts and 
three comedies featured semi-profes­
sional performers and amateurs. 

Backstage ta len t was partly respon­
sible for the twofo ld increase in attend­
ance, up fro m an average audience of 200 
last year. 

Ta lent like Chairperson Mary Jo 
Schmidt and her NMSU Live committee 
spent approximately 25 hours audition­
ing acts and publicizing and se tti ng up 
the event. Sch m idt sa id she doesn 't know 
what they would 've done wi t hout their 
backstage man, Lloyd Rhoads, who se t up 
lighling and sound for the production. 
Rhoads was responsible for t he change last 
yenr from a spotlight propped on the table 
to iLs curren t professional lighting system 
One of Rhoads· art appreciation classes a lso 
bu il t a stage last year for the Studen t Activ­
ities Board for the productions. 

'fhe increased professionalism o r the Nov. 23 s how will be part of the Best of 

s how has attrac ted even bette r ta lent. Nti.'ISU Live in the spr ing. Acts are chosen 

Kenny l(ehner , who is one or NMSU's top from each of the fo ur prod uctions du ri ng 

piano studen ts, accompan ied singers in four the year to be pa r t. of the grand production. 

acts, singing in two of those. Sen ior J erry HEach timC the s how has grown in 

Riggs, 'ln e lectric 1, eyboard , wrote the two te rms of much better tHlen t," Hhoads sa1d. 

songs sophomore Kelson Hous ton sang. Audience response has also improved in 

Freshman Lisa Holbrook played a c lassical number and in mood. 

song on piano. Other acts included comics . ·'The crowd is more open and more 

instrumental musicians and singing groups. responsive. Tlrnt helps the performers. Ir a 

Several of the best performances at the comic te lls a joke that does n ' t go over well , 

._._..r-r--,-...---, (this year 's) crowd would give him a 

Mary Jo Schmidt, NMSU Live committee 
chairperson, and committee member Mike 
Schrage judged 14 performances during 
t1youts, Nov. 13. "If they have the courage, 
... if they want to p erform, they usually get 
in," Schmidt said. 

Freshman Lisa Holbrook performs "My Trib­
ute,., a classical p iece, during t1youts. 

break. In the past, I felt they were 
almost out to get the performers,~ 
Kehner said. 

NMSU live bega n as Purple OMEN 
(tha t' s NEMO backwards) as an outle t 
for Unive rsity talen t. It became t he . 
Greenhouse Theater to keep up with 
the times in 1979 and changed to 
resemble the Saturday Night Li ve 
fo rmat in 1982 

"It (the NMS U Li ve fornrnt) is yet 
anot her s tep beyond, to make it more 
in touch with wha t's current. It's 
port raying the s how as funn y and fun 
and rewarding and maybe a little 
zany," Vonnie Nichols, direc tor of 
student ac tivities, said 

Nichols said the popula ri ty of 
NMSU live is twofold. 

"NMSU Li ve reaches the e lement of 
campus that wan ts lo perform in a 
re latively comfor Lab le se tting and 

those who wan t to see local talent perform 
in tha t, atmosphere." 

NMSU Li ve gives s tudents a hands-on 
experience in their liberal Hrts educa tion 

''I think some people have a secre t 
to be performers , but they don 't sec 
real goal. This is their shot, .. Schmidt 



N 0 R 

1 MONDAY 
Alpha S igma Gamma service sorority will 

se ll chances to win three $ 25 gift certifi­
<.:ates from the Campus Bookstore , today 
through Dec. 9, A/1-1 lobby and SUB 

7:30 a.m.-Clas!'ie s, Re sume 

8:15-11:30 a.m . and 1-4 p.m.- Open 
Enrollment, today through Thursday 

7:30 p.m. - l\len's Bas ketball vs. Grand 
Vie w {Iowa) Co llege, Pershing Arena 

2 TUESDAY 
7 p.m. - Christmas TrL>e Lighting Spectacu­

lar, SUB founta in . Refreshments will be 
se rve d at 7 p.m., with lighting at 8 p.m 

3 WEDNESDAY 
0,30 a.m.-3 :30 p.m. - Picturcs with Santa, 

SAU Office, SU U. Pic tures will be take n in 
rtyl e Hall lounge from 7-9 p.m. Cost is $1. 

fl p.m .-Stude nt Senate Applications for 
vice preside nt and chairwo man are due, 
S tudent Senate Office , SUB. Any s tude nt 
with a minimum 2.5 GPA may apply. The 
appointme nt will be made at the m eeting 
at 7 p .m., Sunday, in the S UB, Confe rence 
Room . For information, contact the 
Student Se nate Office, 785-4193 

B p .m. - Alpha Phi Sigma national sc holas­
lil- honorary fra terni ty m eeting, Viole tte 
llall :WO. Lue tte Orumhe lle r, Chairpe rson 
o f the Committee for Stude nt Conce rns, 
w ill s1wak 

4 THURSDAY 
l\li~~ouri Board of Probation and Parole 

anti Ht•liable Life employme n t inte rvi ew&. 
Contad the Caree r Planning 11.nd Place­
nwnt Cente r , licl{inney Cente r , for 
in format.ion. 

1:::30 p.m. - ACT Assessme nt l\take-up 
(sopho m ores), S UB, Activities Room 
Inquire in the Testing Services Office, 
A/ H 103 

4 p.rn. - lntramural l\la nage r ' s Meeting: , 
Pe rshing Uui lding 314 . All .. AST" teams 
must be re prese nte d 

7-9 p.m. - Pictures with Santa, Centennial 
Hall lo unge. Cost is $ 1. 

!) p.m.-Slavt> Auction, s ponsored by _Pi 
Kappa Phi littl e s iste rs , .Missouri Hall lobby . 

5 FRIDAY 
Nt-w York Life e mploym e nt inte rvi e ws. 

the C1ueer Planning Rnd Place­
Mc Kinney Cente r , for 

infonnation 

5-7 p .m. - Winlcr Warm-up Weeke nd 
" HAPPY HOUR,·· SUB, Snac k Bar. A plate 
o f nac hos s upre m e and a bowl o f c hili 
will be s~rve d for 99 cents. Trivia 
contes ts and music w ill be p la yed. 

T H E 

THIS 
WEEK 
Non-a lcoho lic "Happy Ho ur" is t h e begin­
n ing o f "TGIF e ve nts ·· in t h e S UB 

5:30 p.m. - Wome n's Bas k e tball vs . Quincy 
(Il l. ) Coll ege , Pe rs hing Are na 

6 p.m.- Campus G o ld G irl Scouts open 
m eeting, SUB 4 . All inte rest ed wo m e n are 
we lcome . 

8 p.m.- 'til Tuesday Conce rt, Baldwin 
Auditorium. Tic ke ts are $9 or $5 with an 
SAB s ti c ke r and are ava ilab le from 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p .m ., Monday through 
Friday, in t h e SAB Office , SUU 

6 SATURDAY 
7 and 10 p.m. - 'l'he Color Purple, i:in SAB 

m ovie, Baldwin Auditorium. Cost is $1.50 
or free with an SAB stic ke r 

A s 
7:30 p .m .- Mc n ' s Bask c UJall vs 

i\'lo rnings ide (Iowa ) Co ll ege, l'c 1·s hing 
Are na 

7 SUNDAY 
10 a .m.- Oepurt11r c for Christmas $h(1p­

ping Trip to Col um b ia J\fall , A/ H c irc le 
d rive. Cost is $3 or $2 with an SAU 

T 

the SAU Offi ce, SU U, 
from 
Friday . 

Monday t hroug h 

7 p.m.-Purple U.aiu a nd Pu,.p/e He.;,rts, 
SA U m ovies, Ua\dwin A udi to ,·iu m . Cost is 
$1.5 0 o r free wit h an SA U s ti c ke r 

NOTES 
The Library l\lcdia Collection h as ' Look ing 

Forward to Re tire m e nt, ·· "Pla nni ng Today 
for 1'omorrow" a nd "Because The Future 
Degin e Toda y " a va ilab le fo r v ideo 
preeen tatio n e 

The ACT/COMP Objective Te I. .Ma ke-u p will 
be Rt l :3 0 p.m , Dec. 9, in t,.h e SUU, Activi­
ties Roo m. Inq uire in t h e Toe t.ing Service 
Office, A/H 103 . 

NMSU's United Way Representatives 
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