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A MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT

As someone who is new to Missouri and
Truman State University, I have that rare
privilege to see our higher education system
afresh through a new pair of eyes. Although
our state budget remains a major challenge,
Missouri is far from unique among the states
in this regard. At the same time, the state's
higher education system has many strengths
which reflect the wise choices Missouri has
made over the years in organizing its colleges
and universities.

For example, Missouri's efforts to diversify
missions, to coordinate institutions by
Jfocusing on state priorities while empowering
institutional leadership for implementation,
and to provide funding to institutions based
on mission and performance have created a
very strong system that is the envy of many
states. This approach has also fostered institu-
tional excellence and has enabled an
institution like Truman to flourish.

Missouri has “shown me” an extremely warm
welcome since July 1, and I am honored to
have a leadership role in higher

here. I look forward to working with the
General Assembly and the citizens of
Missouri in fulfilling my responsibilities not
only to Truman State University, but to all of
higher education in Missouri. Our future

depends on an educated citizenry, and your
continued support is critical to public higher
education.

Sincerely,

Barbara Dixon, President

Truman Recognized as
Ninth on Kiplinger's 100
Best Public Colleges

he November 2003 issue of
I](iplinger? Personal Finance maga-

zine listed Truman as ninth on its
exclusive survey list of public colleges
and universities that combine great
academics with reasonable costs. The
magazine also ranked Truman as the second best educational value
for out-of-state students. Other Midwestern campuses in the top 15
included the University of Illinois (No. 8) and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison (No. 13).

Kiplingers Personal Finance based its rankings on several different
factors such as academic quality, including admission rates; student-
faculty ratios; the percentage of faculty with the highest degrees in
their field; how much each school spends on its library facilities; four
and six-year graduation rates; and cost and average debt at graduation.
In addition to doing its own reporting, the magazine used data
provided by more than 500 public four-year colleges and universities.

U.S. News & World Report Ranks
Truman No. 1Again!

[or the seventh year in a row, Truman has been recognized as the

Kiplinger's
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No. 1 Public University in the Midwest Region-Master’s Category

by U.S. News & World Reports “America’s Best Colleges 2004.”
Truman also was ranked No. 8 overall in the Midwest region among
both private and public institutions. Truman is the only public
university in Missouri to be included in either ranking. The Midwest
region category includes Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota
and Wisconsin.

U.S. News & World Report based its rankings on graduation and
retention rates, faculty resources, student selectivity, financial resources,
alumni giving, and peer assessments among those institutions whose
focus is mainly undergraduate and master’s-level programs.



Truman's Institutional Values:

Centered on Students and Student Learning—A clear emphasis on students and
their academic development.
Academic Excell and Incal

| Challenge in a Nurturing, Diverse

Environment—A challenging and supportive environment that prepares students

for their next step in life.

Affordability—Financial access to an exceptional liberal arts education

comparable to leading private sector colleges, but at a public sector price.

Commitment to Assessment—A self-reflective culture which seeks and promotes
i i 1t and a bili

p

Truman Continues Its Commitment
to Quality Improvement and
Performance Outcomes

“igher education must continuously evolve to meet

the ever-changing needs of students and the

public. At Truman, we understand the
importance of assessing the education we are
providing and making changes that benefit our
students. In the 1970s, we started an innovative
assessment program that allowed us to measure the
success of our students and to pinpoint areas of the
University that needed to be improved.

Truman has changed greatly over the past two
decades, making the transition from a regional
university to Missouri’s statewide liberal arts and
sciences university. The changes required to make this
transition could not have been identified without our
assessment program.

‘We have modified our curriculum, expanded our
activities and events, and provided new resources to
students based on our assessment results. With the
help of our students, we are able to monitor the
quality of the learning environment on campus. For
example, through our assessment program, seniors
take a national test in their majors and submit a
portfolio. Students at all academic levels are often
asked to participate in surveys or interview sessions to
gather student opinions about the University.

The assessment program serves as an indicator of
what students have been able to learn in their majors,
how their writing skills have developed, and what
they can study to further their knowledge. These
assessment tools also allow our faculty to assess the
quality of our programs and make necessary changes
to strengthen areas that students may not be grasping
well. Also, we are able to compare our programs to
those at other schools to ensure that we are providing
a quality education.

At Truman, our goal is to make our students’ time
here as productive and enjoyable as possible. We are
constantly focused on the growth and development
of our students, and we utilize our assessment
program to continually enhance our University.
Through all of this, we remain accountable to the
students and the public.




TRUMAN:

Supports Economic Development
ns a public liberal arts university, Truman makes a

strong commitment to long-term economic

ldevelopment throughout Missouri as well as the
northeastern corner of the state. Truman's very
talented student body will contribute dispropor-
tionately to the future leadership of Missouri. For
example, approximately 40 percent of Truman's grad-
uates enroll in graduate or professional schools within
one year of graduation. Almost all of the others enter
the workforce directly while a few work full-time in
public service organizations like AmeriCorps or the
Peace Corps.

‘Truman also has active collaborative arrangements
with institutions as diverse as UMC, the Danforth
Plant Science Center, and Northwest Missouri State
University. Truman also supports direct economic
assistance efforts through its Small Business
Development Center and Missouri Enterprise.

Ranks No. 5 Nationally for
Participation in Study Abroad
Programs

ccording to the latest “Open Doors” survey
nconducted by the Institute of International

[Education, Truman ranks No. 5 in the nation
among Master’s institutions based upon the number
of students studying abroad. Truman is the only
public institution among the top 20 master’s level
institutions ranked in the recent survey.

Described as a Best
Value and Hidden
Treasure in Kaplan's
2004 National Survey of
High School Counselors

uidance counselors in the Midwest agree
Ethat Truman is a “hidden treasure.” This

is the verdict in the recently released
Kaplan's 2004 National Survey of High School
Guidance Counselors included in Kaplan
Publishing’s The Unofficial, Unbiased, Insiders
Guide 1o the 328 Most Interesting Colleges.
Truman also was recommended by the
counselors as one of a few universities that offer
the best value when weighing the quality of
education versus the cost. One counselor was
quoted as saying “Graduates have a leg up
because of the school’s reputation,” while
another described Truman’s mission as “giving
students a high-quality education.” Co-author
Trent Anderson describes Truman as “an
outstanding value for students seeking a liberal
arts education.”

Accounting Students Rank Fourth in Nation
on Passing CPA Exam

n a recently released report by the National Association of State Boards of
IAccoumancy, Truman's Master of Accountancy students ranked fourth in the
nation and first in Missouri for passing all four parts of the May 2002 Certified
Public Accountant exam on the first attempt. Seventy percent of the Truman
students passed all four parts on the first attempt, compared to the national
average of 31 percent. Truman’s Master of Accountancy students also ranked third
in the nation in auditing, sixth in the nation in accounting and reporting-other
areas, cighth in the nation in financial accounting and reporting-business enter-
prises, and 16th in the nation in business law and professional responsibilities.
Truman Master of Accountancy students earned the gold, silver and bronze
medals for the three highest scores in the state of Missouri on the May 2002
Uniform CPA Examination, and they claimed six of the top 10 scores in the state.
Truman is one of only 163 business schools in the world accredited in both
business and accounting by The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of
Business (AACSB International), the premier accrediting agency for business
schools.

Chemistry Department Ranks in Top 25 Nationally
for Preparing ACS-Certified Graduates

‘ruman ranks 13th in the nation for the preparation of American Chemical
TSociety—certiﬁed Bachelor of Science graduates in chemistry. This achievement
was announced in the Aug. 25, 2003 edition of the weekly chemistry news

gazine, Chemical and Engineering News.

The “Top 25” section reveals that the Truman chemistry department ranks
above institutions such as Pennsylvania State University, U.S. Air Force Academy,
U.S. Naval Academy, Harvard University and Texas A&M University.

The “Top 25” was figured using statistics based on the number of graduating
American Chemical Society-certified chemists. Biochemistry majors are not
included under this heading. This is not the first time Truman has been ranked
among the “Top 25” undergraduate chemistry programs nationally. This is,
however, the highest showing on the list since Truman’s chemistry program was
accredited by the American Chemical Society (ACS), beginning with the 1986-87
academic year.

The accreditation is renewed every five years following an internal self-study
and an external review of our program.

Student Body Reflects Truman’s
Statewide Mission
Iruman has students from 106 counties

and the city of St. Louis. The shaded
area indicates counties of residence for
Truman students for fall semester
2003.

This special issue of the
Truman Today newsletter is
published by Truman
State University, 102
McClain Hall, 100 E.
Normal, Kirksville, MO
63501-4221; (860) 785-
4016; (660) 785-4019 FAX;
www.{ruman.edu



Truman Notahles

Ishiyama Named
Carnegie Scholar

he Carnegie Academy for

the Scholarship of Teach-
ing and Learning(CASTL)
selected John Ishiyama,
professor of political science,
as one of the 2003 class of
Carnegie Scholars. The
scholars work together to
invent and share new models
for teaching, learning and
research.

“The Carnegie Scholars
Program supports the work
of distinguished faculty who
are contributing to an
emerging scholarship of
teaching and learning,” said
Lee Shulman, president of
The Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of
Teaching.

The Carnege Scholars
Program is open to faculty
from all types of institutions
and draws applicants from
around the world. This year’s
applicants were selected
from the many different
academic disciplines that fall
under the broad umbrella of
liberal learning.

Forensic Union Ends
Season 5th in the
Nation
'I'ruman’s forensics team
placed fifth in the nation
and second in Division I at
the National Forensic
Association Tournament this
past April. Truman debaters
placed ninth at the National
Parliamentary Debate Asso-
ciation Tournament, mark-
ing the fourth consecutive
year the team has ranked in
the top 10 nationally. The
debaters were ranked second
in the nation in overall,
season-long rankings.

This marks the fourth
consecutive year that
Truman has placed four or
more teams in the elimina-
tion rounds of the national

parliamentary tournament.
This is the first year that
both the debate and indivi-
dual speaking events com-
ponents of Truman's pro-
gram have both ranked in
the top 10 nationally.
National rankings encom-
pass all participating col-
leges and universities—
regardless of size. Conse-
quently, Truman’s rankings
place it ahead of numerous
Research I, highly selective,
and even Ivy League colleges
and universities.

Truman also captured the
overall Missouri state
forensics championship for
the third consecutive year,
while also capturing the state
title in individual events and
debate sweepstakes cate-
gories. This is the first year
that Truman has swept all
three state championship
categories.

Smith Selected as
Truman Scholar
[rin Smith, a senior political
science major, was one of
76 students from 63 U.S.
colleges and universities
selected as 2 2003 Truman
Scholar. Recipients were
elected by 20 independent
selection panels on the basis
of leadership potential, intel-
lectual ability and likelihood
of “making a difference.”

Smith took a year off
college to serve her state as a
motivational speaker and
literacy advocate as Miss
Towa 2001.

Each scholarship provides
$3,000 for the senior year
and $27,000 for graduate
study for a total of $30,000.

Haworth Receives
Phi Kappa Phi
Fellowship
evin Haworth, a May
2003 graduate, was
awarded a Phi Kappa Phi

Graduate Fellowship for the
2003-04 academic year.

The Fellowship Program
awards annually 52 fellow-
ships for post-graduate study
at accredited institutions of
higher learning. The scholar-
ships are awarded on a com-
petitive basis for first-year
graduate or professional
study.

Haworth is pursuing an
applied physics degree at the
University of Michigan-Ann
Arbor.

Detours and Index
Win National
Journalism Awards

Journalists awarded two
student publications with
prestigious Mark of
Excellence Awards at the
national convention Sept.

'I'he Society of Professional
J

National Title

Women’s Swimming Wins Third Co

11-13 in Tampa, Fla
Detours won a 2002
national third place for Best
Student Magazine published
more than once a year, and
the Index won a 2002
national third place for Best
All-Around Non-Daily
Student Newspaper pub-

lished less than twice a week.

Both of those awards were

based on calendar year 2002.

Truman was the only
school of all sizes that had
two publications as national
finalists.

Athletes Earn No. 8
National Ranking
In All Sports

"he Truman athletic

department collected an
cighth-place finish in the
2002-03 Sears Directors’
Cup. The Sears Directors

Il

nsecutive NCAA Division II

Cup is the national ranking
for Division II schools based
on the performance of their
athletic teams. It marks the
fifth consecutive top 10
finish for Truman.

Even more impressive ate
the academic accomplish-
ments of Truman student-
athletes. Truman was
recently recognized for the
second consecutive year by
USA Today and the NCAA
for its top 10 ranking in
graduation rates of student-
athletes. Truman ranked
ninth among all 280
Division II schools with a 78
percent graduation rate.
Truman was the only
Division II institution in
Missouri to be ranked in the
top 10. Truman student-
athletes had a cumulative
GPA of 3.18, with more
than 12 percent (46 out of
368) earning a 4.0 for the
spring 2003 semester.

he women’s swimming team captured its third consecutive Division II National

Championship this past March. First-ear head coach Colleen Murphy vias named
NCAA Division I coach of the year by the College Swimming Coaches Association of
America, as three women recorded a total of five individual national titles, along with four
first-place relay teams. This scason all 18 women who participated in the NCAA champi-
onships finished among the top eight to earn all-American status and garner team points.
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