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MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

March Events 

<{Jo Women's 
History Month 

<{Jo Kohlenberg-
Towne Lecture 
March 14 

<{Jo Children's 
Literature 
Festival 
March 16 

<{Jo "James and the 
Giant Peach" 
March 17 

'§>o Oliver North 
Lecture 
March 21 

<{Jo Roald 
Hoffmann 
March 20-22 

'§>o District Music 
Festival 
March 22-24 

<{Jo Capitol Poster 
Day in 
Jefferson City 
March 28 

<{Jo Undergraduate 
Research 
Conference 
March 29 

Dr. Seymour Patterson Named Head 
of Truman's Social Science Division 

Professor of eco­
nomics Seymour 

Patterson has been 
chosen to serve as 
head of Truman's 
Social Science 
Division, effective 
July 1. Patterson, 
who has served as 
interim head of the division since July 
2000, succeeds Jim Lyons, who retired last 
year. 

Patterson joined the Truman State 
University faculty in 1980 and was 
appointed full professor in 1994. As a facul­
ty member, he has taught numerous 
macroeconomics and international trade 
courses. 

"Dr. Patterson has a long and distin­
guished career at Truman as a teacher and 
scholar. He brings many strengths to the 
position, including a strong commitment to 
student learning and a deep appreciation 
for and understanding of the role of facul­
ty," said Garry Gordon, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs. 

While at Truman, Patterson has served 
on a number of committees, including the 
International Studies Minor Committee, 
the African/ African American Studies 
Minor Committee, the Commission on 
Community, the Study Abroad Committee, 
the Missouri Consortium for International 
Studies and the Missouri London Program. 

He received his bachelor of science 
degree in business administration and 
finance from Florida State University and 
earned his master's degree and doctorate 
in economics from the University of 
Oklahoma. 

Patterson served as a Teacher for Africa 
volunteer in Ethiopia under the lnterna-

tional Foundation for Education and Self­
Help. In addition, he was appointed as a 
Fulbright Scholar to Botswana in 1992-93 
and was appointed to teach international 
economics to masters students in Karen, 
Kenya, during the summer of 1993. 

"I welcome the opportunity to make a 
contribution to both the division and the 
University and this appointment seems to 
be the best vehicle to do that," Patterson 
said. 

He is the author of The Microeconomics of 
Trade, published by Thomas Jefferson Press, 
1989; and Foul Deeds, published by Ginn 
Press in 1985. He currently has several 
works in progress including a book on 
Botswana that will be published by Mellen 
Press and a manuscript on the economic 
growth of Ethiopia. 

ENJOY YO 

should contact their hall directors. 



Macauley 
Serves as 
BBC Panelist 
Sylvia Macauley, assis­

tant professor of history, 
recently served as a pan­
elist on part of a series of 
BBC Worldservice's weekly 
programs on Africa. She 
participated with a panel of 
African historians who dis­
cussed the relevance of 
African history. The pro­
gram was originally aired 
on BBC radio for an Africa­
only broadcast. 

This new BBC African 
Service series, "The Story 
of Africa," began Feb. 7 
and will continue for the 
next six months. The pro­
gram is broadcast to Afri­
can radio stations. They are 
listed in broadcast order 
below and are available 
online at bbc.co.uk/world 
service/ thestoryofafrica. 

Truman Captures State Forensics Championship 

The Truman State University forensics 
program captured the overall Missouri 

state championship, the debate sweep­
stakes state championship and eight indi­
vidual state championships in two days of 
competition at Webster University in St. 
Louis, Feb. 16-17. 

In the parliamentary debate category, all 
six of Truman's teams made the octafinal 
(sweet sixteen) round of the tournament, 
more than any other school in attendance. 
Two of the six teams reached the quarterfi­
nals and the team of Ryan Kennedy, senior 
political science major from Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., and Jacob Stutzman, senior 
communication major from Manchester, 
Mo., made it to the semifinals before being 
eliminated. 

Stutzman was awarded the state cham­
pion trophy as the best individual speaker 
in parliamentary debate, one of six debate 
speaker awards won by the Truman team. 

Truman students took home a record 
seven individual state championships in 
individual events, over half of the state 
championships available in that category. 
Freshman Ian Samuel, computer science 

major from Pueblo, Colo., was awarded 
state champion in after dinner speaking 
and impromptu speaking. Sisters Amy and 
Heather Carmack, sophomore communica­
tion majors from Savannah, Mo., were state 
champions in duet interpretation, and 
Heather also won the state championships 
in rhetorical criticism and original oratory. 
Shane Mecham, senior political science 
major from Lincoln, Neb., captured the top 
award in extemporaneous speaking, 
achieving this honor for the fourth consec­
utive year. Robert Layne II, senior commu­
nication major from Kansas City, Mo., was 
the state champion in the pentathlon event. 

Heather Carmack's first-place finish in 
original oratory qualifies her to compete at 
the Interstate Competition in Fairfield, 
Calif., April 27-28. 

To date the Truman team has participat­
ed in 17 tournaments during the 2000-01 
season and garnered 367 awards. They 
hosted the Bulldog Invitational Forensics 
Tournament Feb. 24 and their next compe­
tition will be the National Parliamentary 
Debate Association's Championship 
Tournament March 22-28. 

Signstage to Perform on Truman Campus March 17 

The ~ohlenberg 
Lyceum Series will 

present Cleveland 
Signstage Theatre's 
"James and the Giant 
Peach," based on Roald 
Dahl's book, at 2:30 and 
7:30 p.m., March 17, in 
Baldwin Auditorium. 

Each Signstage per­
formance is presented in 
both American Sign 
Language and spoken 
English, so it is accessi­
ble to deaf and hearing 
audience members. This 
production also features 
a combined cast of deaf and hearing actors. 

Signstage was founded in 1975 by two 
actors, one deaf and one hearing, to estab­
lish a unique form of theater that integrates 
the experiences of two distinct cultures. By 
combining American Sign Language, 
mime, and theatrical English text, 
Signstage has nurtured a special art form 
which provides a rich experience for audi­
ences of all ages and abilities. 

Signstage has been an integral part of 

the arts community in 
Cleveland and 
throughout Ohio. 
Locally, they have 
won four Emmy 
Awards and two 
Cleveland Drama 
Critics' Circle Awards. 

Roald Dahl's 
"James and the Giant 
Peach" recounts the 
story of James Trotter, 
an orphan, whose life 
was great until a rhi­
noceros came and 
changed everything! A 
day in the garden 

becomes a magical one for James as it leads 
to his exciting adventure inside the biggest 
peach the world has seen. This is a tale of 
friendship, love, sadness and triumph. 

Free tickets for this production will be 
available to faculty, staff and students 
March 12 in the CAOC and SAB office. 
General admission tickets will be sold 
beginning March 9 at Edna Campbell 's 
Book Store and Truman's Business Office. 
Call 785.4016 for more information. 



Lecture to Focus on Disney's Impact on America 

Dr. Steven Watts, professor of history 
and chair of the department of history 

at the University of Missouri---{:olumbia, 
will present the annual Kohlenberg-Towne 
lecture at 7 p.m., March 14, in the SUB 
Alumni Room. He will speak on "Walt 
Disney and the American Century" and 
will focus upon the influence the entertain­
er had on American culture. 

Watts has written three books and has 
two in progress. His most recent is The 
Magic Kingdom: Walt Disney and the 
American Way of Life by Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 1997. This work required five 
years of rese.:rch at the Disney Archives in 
Burbank, Calif. and numerous interviews 
with Disney family members, staffers and 
actors. The book was widely reviewed and 
led to Watts' participation in a movie­
length documentary about Disney as well 
as his appearance on a CBS documentary 
that explored famous twentieth century 
Americans. 

Watts is currently working on a book 
titled The People's Tycoon: Henry Ford and the 
American Century, now under contract with 
Knopf and scheduled to appear in 2003. 
Work on this project has led to his appear­
ance on the NBC/CNBC documentary 
about modem American business figures 
titled "Money and Power" that will be 
broadcast in March. 

Steven Watts 

Hopkins University Press. 

Liberal America, 
1790-1820, 
which won the 
National 
Historical 
Society Book 
Prize in 1988, 
and The 
Romance of Real 
Life: Charles 
Brockden Brown 
and the Origins 
of American 
Culture. Both 
were published 
by Johns 

Watts received his bachelors degree and 
doctorate from UMC and his masters from 
the University of Virginia, where he held a 
Thomas Jefferson Fellowship. While on fac­
ulty at UMC, Watts has earned the 
Provost's Junior Faculty Teaching Award 
and the William T. Kemper Award for 
Teaching Excellence. He served as the 
Middlebush Professor of History from 1997 
until 2000. 

A group of Truman alumni and friends 
established the Kohlenberg-Towne Lecture 
Series upon the retirement of Gilbert 
Kohlenberg, professor emeritus of history 
and head of the Social Science Division; 

Two previous books by Watts include and Ruth Towne, professor emerita of his-
The Republic Reborn: War and the Making of tory and dean emerita of graduate studies. 

L. L. Via Estate Donates $125,000 
Gift to the University Foundation 
President Jack 

Magruder, on 
behalf of the 
Truman State 
University 
Foundation, recent­
ly accepted a 
$125,000 gift from 
the estate of L. L. 
Via. 

This gift is ear-
marked to support L. L. Via 

Truman's Division of 
Business and Accountancy, and will be 
used to establish the L. L. Via Endowed 
Fund for Excellence within the Foundation. 

The fund will address needs such as 
student scholarships, faculty support and 

development, and technology to support 
student learning. The fund will be supple­
mented by another significant disburse­
ment from the estate later this year. 

"L. L. Via was a tremendous supporter 
of the University and a man of uncommon 
enthusiasm, love and faith," stated Dean 
Van Galen, Truman's Chief Advancement 
Officer. "We are most grateful that his sup­
port for Truman will live on through this 
very generous gift." 

L. L. Via graduated from Truman in 
1948 with a B.S.E. degree in business edu­
cation. He was a resident of Scottsdale, 
Arizona. Via was a lifelong educator and 
was active in establishing the Truman State 
University Arizona Alumni Chapter. He 
passed away on April 11, 2000. 

Notables-
Heather Carmack, 

sophomore communi­
cation major from St. 
Joseph, Mo., qualified for 
the prestigious Interstate 
Oratorical Competition by 
winning the Missouri State 
Championship in Oratory, 
Feb. 17, in St. Louis, Mo. 
Carmack is one of two del­
egates from Missouri, 
including a student from 
Washington University, St. 
Louis, eligible to compete 
in this historic contest. 

Jerrold Hirsch, associate 
professor of history, pre­

sented a paper '"The Ben 
Botkin Bulldozer: 'A 
Reassessment of A Treasury 
of American Folklore," at the 
conference on "American 
Folklore and the Legacy of 
Benjamin Botkin," held at 
the University of Nebraska­
Lincoln Feb. 1-3 

There will be no publica­
tion of the Truman Today on 

March 6. The next issue 
will be on March 13. 



Notes------------
The University of Missouri-Columbia is 
sponsoring a series of presentations by the 
Missouri Playwright Workshop. As part of 
the series, Betty McLane-Iles, Truman pro­
fessor of French, will present a reading/ 
performance of "The Last Duchess," an his­
torical drama she wrote and published. Her 
performance will be held from 7-9 p.m., 
Feb. 27, in the Stotler Lounge (second floor 
of Mem orial Student Union). The perform­
ance will be given in English and the public 
is invited. 
The University Wellness Program, will be 
offering the last February screening of 
blood pressure, cholesterol, glucose, 
prostate and thyroid screening for faculty, 
staff and spouses from 7:30-9:30 a.m., Feb. 
28, in Pershing 302. For more information, 
contact the Student Health Center at 
785.4182. 
Faculty Development Lunch Series pres­
ents "Campus Wide Substance Abuse 
Report and University Response," from 
12:30-1:25 p .m ., Feb. 28, in the Spanish 
Room. 
Submission materials are now available at 
the division offices for the Undergraduate 
Research Conference. Abstracts and related 
materials are due by Feb. 28 and must be 
submitted by hard copy and electronically. 
For more information, contact yonr division 
office or Conference director James Padfield 
at 785.4406. 
Please note the following correction of 
dates. The Department of Public Safety 
will be providing a shuttle service to the 
LaPlata train station at 9 a.m., March 3; 
May 8 and 9. Students should meet and 
board at the circle drive in the McClain 
parking lot. (Students who reside in the res­
idence halls must notify their hall directors 
immediately if they wish to remain in the 
hall on March 2.) A return shuttle will be 
provided at the LaPlata station at 8:30 p.m., 
March 11. The cost of the the shuttle service 
is $5, and reservations should be made two 
weeks in advance with Dean Baker at 
785.7684. This service is limited to a first 
come first serve basis. 
Magruder Hall Observatory public view­
ing dates are as follows: (weather permit­
ting) 8-9 p.m., March 12, March 26, April 9 
and April 23. Access to the observatory roof 

is located outside Magruder Hall 274. 
Beta Alpha Psi and the The Accounting 
Club will be offering volunteer income tax 
assistance free of charge from 8 a.m. until 4 
p.m., March 17, March 31 and April 7, in 
Violette Hall 1010. For more information, 
contact Carrie Phillips at 627.1170. 
Applications are now available for the 
21st Century Leadership Academy. The 
Academy is designed to teach women lead­
ership skills, allow them to meet key public 
policy people in government and learn 
more about public policy. An information 
session will be held at 3:30 p.m., March 21, 
in the SUB Spanish Room. Reservations 
may be made at 785.4106. Truman will 
sponsor four students at the training pro­
gram, May 20-25, at the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis. For m ore information, 
contact Sherry Cass at 785.4106. 
The Leadership Awards nomination forms 
are due to the CAOC, SUB lower level by 5 
p .m., March 21. Additional nomination 
forms are available in the COAC. The 2001 
Leadership Recognition Program will be 
held April 25. For more information, call 
785.4222. 
The Truman Horseman's Association pres­
ents the Sixth Annual Circus Equus, 
March 24-25, at the University Farm. This 
will be a celebration of the horse, featuring 
returning clinician, Scott Plowman. It will 
also include a draft horse pull, stallion 
parade and more. General admission is $2, 
4H members are $1 and Truman students 
are $1 with an ID. 
The Truman athletic department will be 
hosting the Truman Open Track and Field 
Meet beginning at 10:30 a.m., March 31, in 
Stokes Stadium. Students, faculty and staff 
interested in helping with the administra­
tion of the meet should contact Ed 
Schneider at 785.4342 or Michelle Baier at 
785.6039. 
The Department of Public Safety is 
reminding faculty, staff and students to be 
cautious of a financial scam involving 
advance fee fraud from Nigerian nationals 
and a ploy to obtain U.S. passports. Please 
be aware of e-mails, mailings or faxes urg­
ing your participation in transferring funds 
from foreign government agencies and oil 
industry companies for personal profit. 

Truman Today is a weekly publication of Truman State University for faculty, staff and students. Deadline for 
entries is 3 p.m., the Thursday preceding Tuesday's publication. Entries should be submitted by sending an e­
mail to lgordon @truman.edu or by completing a Truman Today form available in the Public Relations Office, 
McClain Hall 102. Truman Today may also be accessed online at www2.truman.edu/ 

On Campus 
27 TUESDAY 
1 p.m - Softball vs. Quincy 
University (Ill.) 

7 p.m. - Betty McLane Iles 
presentation at UMC; see 

Notes 

28 WEDNESDAY 
7:30-9:30 a.m. - Faculty 
Health Screenings, 
Pershing 302; see Notes 
12:30-1:30 - Faculty 
Development Series, 
Spanish Room; see Notes 

1 THURSDAY 

2 FRI DAY 
6 p.m - Residence halls 

close for spring break 

3 SATURDAY 
9 a.m. - DPS Shuttle 
Service, Circle Drive; see 
Notes 

4 SUN DAY 

5 - 11 SP RING BREAK 


	trumantoday-20010227-p001
	trumantoday-20010227-p002
	trumantoday-20010227-p003
	trumantoday-20010227-p004

