November 24, 1986

No Opinion on vos Savant

If you' came to the lecture by the smartest
woman on the planet expecting to see a
bespectacled librarian type and to hear a
heated lecture on current issues, you may
have been surprised.

Marylin vos Savant, 1Q 228.33, is a fair-
skinned, black haired, well-preserved
40-year-old who is “neither Republican nor
Democrat” and who doesn’t like to form an
opinion.

Not forming opinions, or intellectual
relaxation, was the theme of her lecture,
“You Forgot your Parachute,” or “Jumping
to Conclusions” in the Georgian Room of
the Student Union Building, Nov. 17.

“I have noticed so many people have very
set ideas at a very, very early age in life,”
the St. Louis native said. She said we
approach situations with such a framework,
which clouds real; 0s Savant told tho
gathered never to form an opinion on an issue.

“The less tense you are, I believe the more
brilliant you c: she said.

Vos ant listed five exercises to intel-
lectual relaxation: accept a critical belief,
admit what is wrong in your own ming
leave an opening when answering questions;
stop using the word opinion; seek out,
conversation with those with opposing view-
points; and cultivate friendships with those
of very different backgrounds.

Several at the lecture questioned vos
Savant’s philosophy, or lack of it, arguing
that sooner or later, one must take a stand
on an issue.

Paula Presley, a graduate student, said
she does agree that people must keep their
minds open.

“She wants us to be just like a sponge and
absorb everything. When is it time to start
squeezing some of it back out?” Presley asked.

Judgments can be made from available
information, vos Savant said, but ideas
should not be set in stone.

How does the most intelligent person in

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, entry
deadline for the Northeast Today is 5
p.m. today. (Entry deadline for follow-
ing issues will return to 5 p.m. the
Wednesday prior to Monday’s issue.)
Entry forms are available in the Public
Relations Office, A/H 202.

the world define intelligence?

“I equate it (intelligence) with under-
standing and that can be applied to problem
solving. Intuition and insight fit into this.
Insight is the ability to see what's in front
of everybody but nobody else understands
it. With intuition, he or she may be able to
pick up environmental cues,” she said.

Vos Savant doesn’t put much stock in the
very thing that designated her the smartest
person on the planet—IQ tests. Her mother,
father and two older brothers have never
taken an IQ test. She didn’t allow her two
children, who are both pre-med majors at
Washington University in St. Louis, (o take
the test.

“I don’t want them to end up with a label
that is going to make them think, ‘I can
only accomplish so much because I have an
1Q that is whatever,” she

The label vos Savant ended up with has
caused her only a few problems, she said.
She credits her parents with making her a
self-starter, but said they expected her to
act like a little adult all the time.

“People tend to expect me Lo perform

Vhat was the weather like on
st the eighth, 19427’ I call them parlor
tricks,” she said.

T
, a grip on the big pictur
Slddhartha Gautama, Confusolus and mu
Durant.

she tries to grasp that big
picture in her lectures and her current
novel, a futuristic political fantasy. She is
also working on a book about problem solv-
ing, worked in the investment business for
10 years, has a question and answer column
in Parade magazine and has written a
Broadway play. Vos Savant never finished

t Washington University in St.

. The printed word, she said, will be

onally want to leave some books

that would help people gain a better unde
standing in the systems under which they
operate,” she sai

Senior Mary Moore speaks with
Marylin vos Savant after her lecture,
Nov. 17, in the Georgian Room of
the Student Union Building. Vos
Savant took the Stanford-Binet 1Q
test when she was 10-years-old and
scored 228.33. We wish we could
report her ACT score, but she never
took that test.

Dr. Robert Jarvik, inventor of the
Jarvik 7 artificial heart, signed auto-

at vos Savant's lecture.
accompanied vos Savant on her visit
lle.




'Tis the Season for Men’s . . .

Legendary North Carolina basketball
coach Dean Smith once said the best
thing about freshmen is they become
sophomores. NMSU Head basketball
coach Willard Sims can’t wait that long.

AlI-MIAA conference forward senior
Steve Liford is out with a back injury.
Junior college transfer Milton
Crutchfield, from Grayson County
Junior College in Denison, Texas, won't
be eligible until January. That leave:
Sims with five freshmen, two junior
college transfers, a walk-on from the
football team and three returning
lettermen to start the 1986 basketball
on. If the upperclassmen start,

Sims’s depth will be comprised of six
freshmen who are now enrolled in
NCAA basketball 101. Sims knows the
importance of experienced depth.

“It may be a lean first part of the
year, simply because we have to get
Some experience. Once we get some
experience and get Steve [Liford] back
and Crutchfield eligible, we could really
surprise some people in the confer-
ence,” Sims said.

The loss of Liford will hurt the Bull-
dogs in the front court. Liford averaged
nearly 19 points a game last year, and

the new NCAA three-point line might
have put him in the national scoring
race. Without him, the Bulldog return-
ing starters have a 13-point average
between them.

“Not having Steve really hurts. He
could be one of the best, if not the best
player, in the league. But, we've got a
good nucleus back with Erik Hansen,
Dan Storck and Baron Olden,” Sims said.

Sims’ tentative starting five pu
Storck, a 6-7 junior, and Olden, a 6
sophomore, at the forward position:
with Hansen, a 6-8 senior, at center.
Roger Whitehead, a 6-5 junior, and
Doug Shippy, a 6-1 junior, will fill the
guard slots. Storck, Hansen and Olden
return from last year’s 12-15 squad.
Shippy is from Dawson Community
College, Glendive, Mont., and Whitehead
enters from Lon Morris C()ll(';,(‘ in
Jacksonville, Texas. Des
ence as a umL “Sims

'k of

optimis

“These guys are really coachable and
they have good attitudes. They are hard
workers and while they may not have
the talent of past teams, their cohesive-
ness or chemistry is a lot better,” Sims
said.

and Women’s Basketball

Men’s basketball coach Wllldrd Sims.
and women’s basketball coach Tarry
Parrish have little in u)mmonfat least
as far as their respective teams go.

With the 1986 basketball s

healthy returning lettermen. Parrish's
Lady Bulldogs return five starters,
including their leading scorer. Parrish is
cautiously optimistic about the season
“We should continue improving our
basketball team this season, but the
returning players can't carry the team
all of the time. We'll need some relief
from the newcomers,” Parrish said.
Despite losing four letter winners
from last year’s 11-16 squad, Parrish
returns a good nucleus. Hilde Petterson,
sophomore forward, averaged
nearly 11 points a game last year while
earning honorable mention all-MIAA
honors. Tami Billerbeck, a 6-0 senior
center, and Jeanette Cleven, a 5-7
senior guard, each averaged more than
mgn points a game. Jackie Thornburg,

a 54

R s ning starters who will
play valuable roles.

Two players, Deb Weno and Ter
Bell, left the squad for personal reasons.
Bell led the team in rebounds with 176,
while averaging seven points a game.

Weno averaged three points a game and
had 32 total assists.

While Parrish will look to the return-
ees for leadership, newcomers will
provide the depth

“I needed a strong power forward and
additional quickness for the guard posi-
tion. I think I've got the power forward
with Dawn Lubbert [6-0 junior] from
Ellsworth (Iowa) Community College.
Another forward recruit, Robin Thomas
[5-10 junior], is extremely (xggesslwc
dn(l plays really good defense,” Parri;

ish

lm quick-guard spot could be filled
by freshmen Becky Arthod or Lisa
Buschling, Kathy Lewis, a 5-9 freshman,
will provide depth at the forward spot.

The Lady Bulldogs could be a factor in
the MIAA race this season, but they will
have to improve on their 2-10 confer-
ence record of a year ago. Parrish is
hopeful the returning players will lead
the way.

“Last year, we played an excellent
pre-season, but the MIAA (schedule)
slowed us down a bit. Hopefully, the
returning starters, with the addition of
the recruits, can jell together, and we'll
have the strength we need to win the
close games and compete in the confer-
ence,” Parrish said.

After the starters, the depth is a ques-
tion mark. Freshmen Dennis Derrieux,
Kris Dunn, Rick Roberts, Mike Stenger
and Gregg Taylor are talented, according
to Sims, but have no experience. Junior
walk-on Steve Jones is a “good athlete,”
but due to football, he needs to learn

“We think we got 2
freshmen, but they’re just freshmen.
They need some experience. But, if we
have to play the way we think we will,
they won’t be freshmen long,” Sims said.

Although the only decision made at
the MIAA pre-season coaches meeting
where to go for lunch, Sims is opti-
. Central Missouri State Univer-
sity, Warrensburg, was picked to win
the conference, but received no first-
place votes in the points em voting.
The conference is a mystery, and Sims’
Bulldogs feel right at home. Pershing
Arena won’t be the only place in the
MIAA where the only predictable thing
could be unpredictability

“I'm not sure how we will play :
first of the This club know

1

good bunch of

year. This
to play at 110 percent or it won't be
successful. We could be a big surprise or
a big question mark,” Sims said.

OK, so I made a couple mistakes. Sorty (o all you frus.
trated puzzle workers; Il try harder next time.




No More Butts

“More than 320,000 Amcrlcans will
die prematurely this year of
linked to smoking. That’s as m:
Americans as have been killed in all the
wars fought this century,” according to
reports by the American Cancer Society.

That figure was enough reason to get
many smokers to punt puffing for a day,
Nov. 20, for the Great American
Smokeout. (Last year a record-breaking
39.8 percent of American women and

.4 percent of men quit temporarily.)
Frightening smoking statistics are an
even better reason to join FreshStart, a
quit-smoking program of the American
Cancer Society sponsored by NMSU’s
Student Nurses Association.

The society provides printed and
taped material for the program, and
they trained senior Michele Murphy and
junior Gail Duenckel to be “facilitators”
during the four sessions, Nov. 18, 20, 25
and Dee. 2. The s urges those
intere:
Murpt
further interest is generated, they will
sponsor another FreshStart.

The purpose of the four sessions, held
in Room 6 of the Student Union Build-
m;,, is not only to get people off ciga-
o(tes, but to keep them off.

picture it like a diet group; the
group support is really important here,”
Murphy said.

The first session serves as an informa-
tional meeting, giving the why and how
of quitting. Most smokers are psycholog-
ically, physically and habitually’
addicted to cancer sticks. They can quit
cold turkey, taper off the number of
cigarettes each day, or postpone their
f:rst smoke each day progressively until

they quit. Many smokers get burnt by
the last two methods, using them as a
form of procrastination instead of a
means of cutting down.

“Cold turkey has been the most
successful method And the one tried
most by aid Priscilla
Waller of the Kansas City, Mo., office of
the American Cancer Society, who
worked under Dr. George Sanders who
originally began F

In following
to deal with the

rst few days of
discomfort; to overcome long-term
effects, like weight gain; and how to

enjoy their now po

During each se:
among members—how-to tips, feeling
and fi ions, personal experiences—
is essential in keeping the morale of the
group up, Murphy said.

FreshStart began as an eight-session
program, but reduced to four in the
1970s because of a high drop-out rate.
More than 30 percent of the people who
attend Freshstart are still off cigarettes
a year later. FreshStart is also available
in home video and audio cassette, as
well as in paperback.

Those interested in a fresh start
should contact Michele Murphy at
665-0770, or Gail Duenckel at 785-5801.
Let’s see if we can scare you into
contacting them:
Lung cancer now exceeds breast
cancer as the leading cause of cancer
deaths in women. Smokers have a 10
times greater chance of developing lung
cancer than nonsmokers. Only 13
percent of lung cancer patients live five

or more years after diagnosi
smokers account for about 83 pe e
all cases of lung cancer.
No more butts, quit
“Regardless of the type of cc
program used, significantly more smok-
ers (37 percent) were still not smoking
one year later than those who tried to
quit unaided (18 percent),” according to
reports from the American Cancer
Soci

moking.
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Friday, Dec. 5,

8:00 p.m.

Baldwin Auditorium

Tickets will go on sale, Nov. 19,
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the
SAB Office. Tickets are $5 with an
SAB sticker and $9 without.

Reisen

nach Deutschland

(If you can read at least part of the above, you could take a “trip to Germany”)

The University of Konstantz, West
Germany, will host NMSU students
during a month-long German study
program during the summer of 1987.

Participants in the program may earn
up to six credit hours studying Ger:
language and culture. Sponsored
International Studies Association, the
program is for students who wish to
study language in the country in which
it is spoken. Native instructors, who
specialize in educating American
students, will teach the courses.

To be eligible, a student must have a
2.8 GPA and be enrolled in a German
language course in the spring of 1987.
All students with an interest in
German, regardless of their major, are
encouraged to apply. The total cost of
the program is $2,495, which includes
transportation from New York, room,
board, tuition, sightseeing and other
activities.

Up to $2,400 in scholarships is avail-
able for the program based on the
student’s GPA and performance on a
German test to be given in March.
Students will take a test at their level.
For example, beginning students will
take an elementary test, and so on. To
take the test, students must pay a non-

refundable registration fee of $45 before
Dec. 31. The cost will be $90 between
Jan. 1, 1987 and March 30, 1987 and is
credited toward the total program cost.
NMSU will pay the fee for 15 students
selected by the German faculty at the
end of the fall semester. Eligibility
requirements are: 1) outstanding
achievement in the German course in
which the student is enrolled during
the fall semester 1986; 2) enrollment in
the succeeding German course for the
spring semester 1987; and 3) firm
committment to apply for, and partici-
pate in, the program in the event of an
award o olarship of $500 or more

on th of test performance. Appli-
cations must be submitted by the
students selected by Dec. 12, 1986.

The Univel
located in Konstantz, We rmany,
and overlooks Lal the larg-

est lake in

trips to Liechtenstein, Bonn and the
Rhine region are planned.
For more unmnmuon contact




24 MONDAY

:20 p.m.—The German Club

sell Advent Calendars, today and

lay, A/H lobby. The calendars are
filled with ornament-shaped choco-
late pieces and show holiday scenes.
Cost is $1. Proceeds go to German
Club Scholarship for study abroad.

6 p.m.—Summer Japanese Language
and Cultural Studies Program ntor-
mational meeting, A/H 215. The
program includes eight weeks of
intensive language study at NMSU,
three weeks in Japan at Hosei Univer-
sity and other Japanese cities, a

skend stay in a Japanese home and

15 credit hours.

7 p.m.—Delta Sigma Pi professional
business fraternity meeting, SUB,
Alumni Room. Nancy Roberts, from
Boise Cascade, will’speak on “Quality
Control.

25 TUESDAY

ACT Assessment (make-up), time to be
announced, SUB

7 a.m.—Thanksgiving Breakfast,
Baptist Student Center, 110 Normal St.
Donation of 50 cents requested.

7 p.m.—German Study and Travel

Program informational meeting,

Baldwin Hall 285. Scholarships for

the program will be discussed and

material will be distributed.

8 p.m.—Chinese Magic Revue, spon-
sored by SAB, Baldwin Auditorium.
Free tickets are available in the SAB
Office, SUB.

27 THURSDAY

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!

The Division of Nursing will host an
open house from 3:30-5 p.m., D
in the Kirk Building. Students who
are uncertain about a major or who
are interested in professional nursing
are invited.

The University String Orchestra,
directed by Karen Becker, will
perform works by Handel, Bartok,
Pachelbel, Albinoni and Elgar at

3, at the Presbyter-

1, McPherson and High

b
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and “Bad to the Bone” printed on
them. Sales start Dec. 1 in the A/H
lobby and residence halls. Cost i:

50.
An Art Show, sponsored by Blair House,
will feature works by Blanton-Nason

Hall residents. The show is from
3-8 p.m., Dec. 2, in the Blanton Hall
main lounge.

Sign-up for a shopping trip to Columbia
Mall in the SAB Office, SUB. Cost is
£ or $2 Wilh an SAR sticks Growp
will leave at 10 a.m., Dec. 7, from A/H
circle drive.

g Center is accepting appli-
tudent tutors for the
spring semester. Interested students
should visit the Writing Center,

A/H 803, to fill out an application.
Deadline is Dec. 1.
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